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Read this passage and answer the questions 71 to 80.     (20 marks)  

 
On 13 May, exhausted and struggling to breathe, Lisa staggered into Camp 3. At 7162 metres, 
it was higher than she had ever climbed. However, the expedition was not going according to 
plan as she was struggling to scale Mount Everest. It had been her dream but it was slipping 
away quickly. Helping Lisa with her oxygen mask was the group's leader, Kami.  
 
"I always try to make sure every client reaches the summit," says Kami. "But there is a line.  
The moment I realise that any of my clients will not make it, I will abort the mission. Even from 
the outset, he saw that Lisa was struggling. Days earlier, she took 19 hours, twice the expected 
time, to trek from Base Camp to Camp 2. When Lisa finally arrived, Kami made the decision 
that she was not ready for the summit and had her flown back down.  
 
Rejoining the group a few days later, things started well. However, by 6000 metres, Lisa was 
already heavily reliant on supplementary oxygen, a resource normally reserved for altitudes of 
7000 metres end above. By the time they arrived at Camp 3, Kami had made up his mind. The 
risk was too great and he ordered her to be taken back down the mountain to safety. Kami 
says, “There is always a risk of avalanche and above Camp 3, the path Is steep and 
treacherous." He strongly believes that descent is always the best decision so that everyone 
is safe.  
 
Towering 8850 metres above sea level, Mount Everest is the highest mountain in the world. 
Located on the Nepal-Tibet border, this global beacon of exploration lures hundreds of climbers 
every year. The death toll has been-the highest in four years. Overcrowding, bad weather and 
a record number of permits being issued may all be contributing factors.  Kami also believes it 
is an increase in the number of less experienced climbers that Is making the problem worse. 
He blames some tour companies for not educating the risks of climbing Mount Everest to 
novice climbers.  
 
Many veteran climbers have also warned novice climbers with little or no training of the risk of 
attempting to scale huge peaks such as Everest. These climbers need to understand that 
climbing Everest is extremely risky. They need to stop believing just because they will be 
rescued if they get in trouble just because they are with a 'Sherpa guide'. Even the strongest 
Sherpa cannot lower an incapacitated person by themselves or expect extra oxygen to be 
delivered to 8400 metres at a moment's notice.  
 
Any expedition to climb Mount Everest must be accompanied by a Sherpa. Mostly young men, 
Sherpa guides are not just the muscle behind any expedition, they are also expert navigators. 
Enduring freezing temperatures, they help climbers to negotiate icefalls, avalanches and extreme 
altitude. From Camp 4 up to the summit, climbers will enter what is commonly known as the “death 

zone”. Operating above 8,000 metres, climbers might develop altitude sickness. Relying on 
supplementary oxygen carried in bottles, climbers most also conserve enough oxygen supply 
for the return journey. "I keep checking everyone's oxygen levels, and in the event of extreme 
weather, I make strategic decisions about whether we should ascend or descend to avoid any 
developing situations in the mountains,' explains Kami.  
 
Working as a mountain guide since 1992, last month Kami broke his own world record of 
successful ascents not just once, but twice. When asked about his achievements, Kami said 
humbly, "I treat every climb with the same sincerity as the first. Whenever a client is successful, 
it makes my day. I believe breaking records Is just a by-product."  
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